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Every noun in Logoori is lexically a member of some grammatical “gender”, which is a 
pairing of specific noun class form for singular and for plural.1 The determination of 
noun class is based on the formal prefix of a noun (e.g. ɪkɪ-), how it marks singular-plural 
relations (ɪkɪ- in the singular, ɪvi- in the plural), and the pattern of agreement induced by 
the nouns (kɪ- when the head has the prefix kɪ-; vi- when the head has the prefix vi-); 
secondarily, consideration of semantic and syntactic function can influence assignment to 
a particular noun class. Ultimately, nouns are assigned to particular classes by reference 
to historical analogs in proto-Bantu, which may be rather unsatisfactory in languages like 
Matumbi which have substantially re-shaped the proto-language system, but which works 
fairly well for Logoori which preserves nearly all of the proto-Bantu distinctions (lacking 
cl. 19).  
 A particular noun class can be assigned derivationally, for example a verb stem 
can be make into a noun by selecting a particular noun gender and derivational affix; a 
noun lexically in one gender can be re-assigned to another in order to form a diminutive 
or augmentative. For the most part, a given singular class implies a particular plural. In 
nouns, class is realized by prefixing a characteristic prefix, which may be preceded by an 
optional “augment”. Class 1 nouns can be subdivided lexically into nouns that have no 
class prefix (e.g. gʊʊgá ‘grandfather’) versus those which do have a prefix (mʊ-sigʊ 
‘enemy’). Other means are employed to mark class in words agreeing with nouns – this is 
discussed in chapter 4. The phonologically underlying class prefixes and augments of 
Logoori are as follows. 
 
 
 

                                                
1
 Some nouns only have singular or only have plural forms. 



 augment NCP 
1 ʊ mʊ 
2 a va 
3 ʊ mʊ 
4 ɪ mi 
5 ɪ ri 
6 a ma 
7 ɪ kɪ 
8 ɪ vi 
9 ɪ N 
10 ɪ ziN 
11 ʊ rʊ 
12 a ka 
13 ʊ tʊ 
14 ʊ vʊ 
15 (ʊ)2 kʊ 
16 (a) ha 
17 (ʊ) kʊ 
18 (ʊ) mʊ 
20 ʊ gʊ 
23  ɪ3 
 
The typical singular-plural gender pairings of Logoori are: 
 
1-2 3-4 5-6 7-8 9-10 11-10 12-13 20-4 
 
Cl. 14 may be used as the plural of nouns whose singular is in cl. 7 or 11, in some 
instances. Most noun classes are lexical determined, but: 
 
 cl. 1-2 is populated exclusively by nouns referring to humans 
 all nouns in cl. 12-13 derive from some other class by a process of 
diminutivization 
 save for one noun, all nouns in cl. 20 derive from some other class by a process of 
augmentatative-formation 
 Infinitives (15) and locatives (16-18) are never lexically determined. 
 cl. 23 contains only place names 
  
Numerous phonological rules affect the realization of a stem or its class prefix, see the 
chapters on phonology. Examples below will give the singular, plural and stem. In this 
chapter, nouns are cited with the augment, which can be deleted subject to certain 
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 An augment on the infinitive has only been attested from RO. The augment on locative classes 16-18 is 

not attested on ordinary locative noun constructions such as hamʊgera ‘at the river’ (*ahamʊgera), but can 
be found in other constructions such as headless adjectival phrases like ahííngɪ ‘at many’. 
3
 This is the class for place names with the prefix ɪ-, but it is not clear that this is a noun class or that it is 

distinct from cl. 9. 



restrictions (see X). For the sake of unifying the data of this chapter, optional 
phonological rules affecting prefixes are not applied unless the rule is applied nearly 
universal (reduction of /mʊ-/ before a labial, or reduction of /r{iʊ}r…/ to [l’l]). 
 

1.1. 1-2 
 
All nouns in cl. 1-2 (/mʊ-, va-/) refer to humans, the following being examples. 
 
singular plural stem 
ʊmʊ́!yááyɪ avá!yááyɪ yááyɪ ‘boy’ 
ʊmʊsooreeri avasooreeri sooreeri ‘boy’ 
ʊmwʊ́ʊ́mbachi avʊ́ʊ́mbachi ʊ́mbachi ‘builder’ 
ʊm’bʊ́!gʊ́sʊ́ avavʊ́!gʊ́sʊ́ vʊ́!gʊ́sʊ́ ‘Bukusu’ 
ʊmwáana aváana ána ‘child’ 
ʊmʊsigʊ avasigʊ sigʊ ‘enemy’ 
ʊmʊ́!ráaya avá!ráaya raaya ‘European, westerner’ 
ʊmʊkáána avakáána káána ‘girl’ 
ʊmʊgeni avageni geni ‘guest’ 
ʊmwíídako avíídako ídako ‘Idakho’ 
ʊmʊdoto avadoto doto ‘infant’ 
ʊmʊgɪ́

!kʊ́yʊ́ avagɪ́
!kʊ́yʊ́ gɪ́

!kʊ́yʊ́ ‘Kikuyu’ 
ʊmʊgére avagére gére ‘leper’ 
ʊmʊrógoori avarógoori rógoori ‘Logoori’ 
ʊmʊjúúmbe avajúúmbe júúmbe ‘minister (government)’ 
ʊmwíí!vʊ́rí avíí!vʊ́rí í!vʊ́rí ‘parent’ 
ʊmʊʊndʊ avaandʊ ndʊ ‘person’ 
ʊmʊkʊ́!rʊʊ́ ́ ndʊ́ avakʊ́!rʊʊ́ ́ ndʊ́ kʊ́!rʊʊ́ ́ ndʊ́ ‘respected person’ 
ʊmʊng’oodi avang’oodi ng’oodi ‘scribe’ 
ʊmwíivi avíivi ívi ‘thief’ 
ʊmʊdíriji avadíriji dírichi ‘Tiriki’ 
ʊmʊgoogo avagoogo googo ‘wife’ 
ʊmʊkári avakári kári ‘woman, wife’ 
 
Most kinship terms have no class prefix in the singular, though (see X) they govern cl. 1 
agreement, and such nouns are traditionally referred to as cl. 1a. For most such nouns, 
their plural has the prefix váá-, to be referred to as the 2a prefix. 
 
singular plural stem 
séénge vááseenge séénge ‘aunt (paternal)’ 
mboozó váá!mbóózó4 voozó ‘cross-sex sibling’ 
daadá váá!dáádá daadá ‘father’ 
baabá váá!báábá baabá ‘father’ 
ísé ~ ísɪ́ váá!ísé ísé ‘father’ 
guugá vááguugá guugá ‘grandfather’ 

                                                
4
 The plural may also be vávóozo. 



gʊʊ́ ́ kʊ váágʊʊkʊ gʊʊ́ ́ kʊ ‘grandmother’ 
nnya vannya nnya ‘mother’ 
mááma váámaama mááma ‘mother’ 
amwáávo váámwaavo amwáávo ‘same-sex sibling’ 
koozá váá!kóózá koozá ‘uncle (maternal)’ 
 
These nouns do not allow the augment when the class prefix is lacking, therefore 
*ʊbaaba, *oseenge are unattested. The augument is also allowed in the plural since there 
is (or may be) a class prefix: avááseenge ‘aunts’, aváá!guugá ‘grandfathers’, 
aváá!mbóózó ‘c.s. siblings’. As discussed in X, plural prefixation for 2a nouns is 
grammatically optional when plurality of the head noun can be reconstructed from the 
evidence of agreement, so both baabá vatáámbɪ and váábaabá vatáámbɪ ‘tall fathers’ are 
acceptable though *gera mtáámbɪ, *gera mitáámbɪ (‘long river(s)’) are not allowed, 
meaning that this option is limited to cl. 1a-2a. 
 Some cl. 1a noun not in the set of kinship terms have the regular cl. 2 plural 
prefix, in particular ofisá ‘officer’, pl. vaó!físá (not *vááofisá) and kondákta ‘turnboy, 
conductor’, pl. vákó!ndákta ‘conductors’. The former noun also allows a plural in cl. 6 
(maó!físá).  Personal names might be included in cl. 1a, but the evidence for class 
assignment is purely based on agreement patterns (they trigger cl. 1 agreement, but have 
no class prefix). Some examples are as follows. 
 
ádébɪ 
afáandi 
agooí 
ajinéta 
akeenga 
ambani 
ambúúndu 
amgʊnɪ ́
andéésha 
andíísi 

aríviza 
chaanzú 
ɪchóógo 
embedeedo 
ɪ́mári 
juumba 
kasaandi 
kayʊ́gɪra 
kɪdwááro 
kɪɪɲáanji 

kɪsaato 
makʊʊ́ ́ ngʊ 
m̀boga 
m̀bóóne 
mdavadi 
mihádya 
mijííde 
msarya 
mtaange 
mhóónja 

mrééra 
ndoori 
onzére 
rigááre 
riháánda 
rigéénga 
rodéeji 
ryaavʊri 
rí!hééndá 
vʊ́!gúzá 

 
As far as form is concerned, some proper names can be identified with specific nouns, 
such as vʊ́!gúzá, both a name and the noun ‘seed’, likewise ryaavʊri is a name and a kind 
of seasonal ant. It is noteworthy that many names begin with a-, though otherwise names 
generally begin with consonants. 
 

1.2. 3-4 
 
Some examples of nouns in the class grouping 3-4 (/mʊ-, mi-/) are as follows. 
 
singular plural stem 
ʊmʊkáádo ɪmikáádo káádo ‘avocado’ 
ʊmʊgoongo ɪmigoongo goongo ‘back’ 
ʊm’bɪrɪ ɪm’bɪrɪ vɪrɪ ‘body’ 
ʊmʊ́gádi ɪmígádi gádi ‘bread’ 



ʊmʊ́!dógá ɪmí!dógá dógá ‘car’ 
ʊmwóógo ɪmyóógo ógo ‘cassava’ 
ʊmʊdɪɪgɪrʊ ɪmidɪɪgɪrʊ dɪɪgɪrʊ ‘crutch’ 
ʊmʊjoombo ɪmijoombo joombo ‘earthworm’ 
ʊmʊgʊʊnda ɪmigʊʊnda gʊʊnda ‘farm’ 
ʊmʊllo ɪmillo llo ‘fire’ 
ʊmʊ́kóno ɪmíkóno kóno ‘hand’ 
ʊmʊ́twɪ́ ɪmítwɪ́ twɪ́ ‘head’ 
ʊmʊgizi ɪmigizi gizi ‘homestead’ 
ʊm’bano ɪm’bano bano ‘knife’ 
ʊmwéeri ɪmyéeri éri ‘month’ 
ʊmʊ́syóoma ɪmísyóoma syóoma ‘Syzygium guineense tree’ 
ʊmʊ́súmaali ɪmísúmaali súmaali ‘nail’ 
ʊmʊgera ɪmigera gera ‘river’ 
ʊmʊri ɪmiri ri ‘root’ 
ʊmʊgoye ɪmigoye goye ‘rope’ 
ʊmʊ́ʊnyʊ ɪmyʊ́ʊnyʊ ʊ́nyʊ ‘seasoning’ 
ʊmʊ́!zúné ɪmí!zúné zúné ‘sunbird’ 
ʊḿ’básʊ  básʊ ‘sunlight’ 
ʊmʊ́!tééndé ɪmí!tééndé tééndé ‘thorny plant’ 
ʊmʊsáára ɪmisáára sáára ‘tree’ 
ʊmféréji ɪmiféréji féréji ‘water tap’ 
ʊmʊhɪ́ga ɪmihɪ́ga hɪ́ga ‘year’ 
 
There are two collective nouns in this gender which only or usually appear in cl. 4 and 
have no singular form – some speakers have accepted the form mwɪɪma ‘tradition’.  
 
mító tó ‘legume’ 
mɪɪma ɪma ‘tradition’ 
 
One noun might be identified as belonging to cl. 3a-4a for BK, which has no class prefix 
in the singular or plural, but which induces cl. 3 and 4 agreement 
 
abáchi ‘Uganda greenhart (Warburgia ugandensis)’ 
abá!chí ḿtáámbi ‘tall abachi’ 
abá!chí mítáámbi ‘tall abachis’ 
 
This agreement pattern is a speaker-specific reduction along the lines musáára abáchi 
mutáámbi → Ø abáchi mutáámbi. Other speakers treat this noun as cl. 9-10: abá!chí 
ɪ́ndáámbɪ ‘tall abachi’. 
 

1.3. 5-6 
 
These classes have the prefixes /ri-, ma-/, where /ri/ often reduces before /t,d,n/ as 
discussed in X. Examples of this class are as follows. 
 



singular plural stem 
ɪrigoke amagoke goke ‘ash’ 
ɪrigáánda amagáánda gáánda ‘bean’ 
ɪriɲonyi amaɲonyi ɲonyi ‘bird’ 
ɪríká amáká ká ‘charcoal’ 
ɪríng’ó!wáání máng’ó!wáání ng’ó!áání ‘crested crane’ 
ɪridíkʊ amadíkʊ díkʊ ‘day’ 
ɪrigúú!yágúúyi amagúú!yágúúyi gúú!yágúúyi ‘dragonfly’ 
ɪridáráamʊ amadáráamʊ dáráamʊ ‘drum (storage)’ 
ɪridáanji amadáanji dáanji ‘drum (storage)’ 
ɪryaanda amaanda anda ‘ember’ 
ɪryá!ʊ́wá amá!ʊ́wá á!ʊ́wá ‘flower’ 
ɪddóóndolizi amadóóndolizi dóóndolizi ‘Grey-Headed Sparrow’ 
ɪrí!ng’ááng’á má!ng’ááng’á ng’ááng’á ‘hadada ibis’ 
ɪddú!réére amádú!réére dú!réére ‘megaphone’ 
ɪridá!váryá amadá!váryá dá!váryá ‘muddy water’ 
ɪryíita amíita íta ‘name’ 
ɪríchúunga amáchúunga chúunga ‘orange’ 
ɪrí!bwóoni amá!bwóoni bwóoni ‘potato’ 
ɪrihoondo amahoondo hoondo ‘pumpkin’ 
ɪrígódo amagódo gódo ‘skin’ 
ɪryúuva amúuva úva ‘sun’ 
ɪríinʊ amíinʊ ínʊ ‘tooth’ 
ɪrígútu amágútu gútu ‘village elder’ 
ɪridíríísa amadíríísa díríísha ‘window’ 
ɪríng’ána amang’ána ng’ána ‘word’ 
 
There are a number of mass nouns which only appear in cl. 6. 5 
 
amárwá rwá ‘beer’ 
amaseke seke ‘beer lees’ 
amarásɪri rásɪri ‘blood sausage’ 
amaandekeella andekeella ‘inconsistency’ 
amavururi vururi ‘leaf trash’ 
amaheengere heengere ‘mahengere’ (a dish of corn and beans) 
aḿ’béere véere ‘milk’ 
amasí!ríínjí sí!ríínjí ‘ringworm’ 
amáté té ‘saliva’ 
amáazi ázi ‘water’ 
ameeyo eyo ‘yard-broom’ (a mass of leaves) 

                                                
5
 These are words which cannot have a singular. There are other nouns which are almost always 

encountered in the plural, but where a singular form is sensible, for example rigáraba ‘bean leaf’, which is 
considered to be a marked and uncommon form, since it generally is used to refer to bean leaves as a food, 
thus naturally requiring multiple leaves. Likewise risééveeve ‘pumpkin leaf’ is more common in the plural, 
same with rika ‘charcoal’, rigaanda ‘bean’. In contrast, there simply is no such form as *rite, relating to 
saliva. 



 
1.4. 7-8 

 
Examples of classes 7-8 (/kɪ-, vi-/) are seen below. Before a vowel, the prefix /kɪ/ is 
pronounced [ch]. 
 
singular plural stem 
ɪkɪ́kábo ɪvíkábo kábo ‘basket’ 
ɪcheeyo ɪvyeeyo eyo ‘broom’ 
ɪkɪdiing’ɪro ɪvidiing’ɪro diing’ɪro ‘busa basket’ 
ekeméreméende ɪviméreméende méreméende ‘candy’ 
ɪkɪb́ága ɪvibága bága ‘cat’ 
ɪkɪ́

!mííɲú ɪví!mííɲú mííɲú ‘chick’ 
ekékóómbe ɪvíkóómbe kóómbe ‘cup’ 
ɪkɪdáhɪro ɪvidáhɪro dáhɪro ‘dipper’ 
ɪkɪsáánda ɪvisáánda sáánda ‘dipper (gourd)’ 
ɪkɪ́

!dííndí ɪví!dííndí dííndí ‘drum (small)’ 
ɪkɪ́háraato ɪvíháraato háraato ‘famine’ 
ekedéte ɪvidéte déte ‘finger’ 
ɪchʊ́!kʊ́ryá ɪvyʊ́!kʊ́ryá ʊ́!kʊ́ryá ‘food’ 
ɪcháámʊgizi ɪvyáámʊgizi ámʊgizi ‘front door’ 
ɪcháage ɪvyáage áge ‘grain store’ 
ɪkɪgʊrʊ ɪvigʊrʊ gʊrʊ ‘hill’ 
ɪchiito ɪvyiito ito ‘market’ 
ɪkɪbíriiti ɪvibíriiti bíriiti ‘match’ 
ɪkɪ́ká ɪvíká ká ‘moment’ 
ekekóóndo ɪvikóóndo kóóndo ‘monkey’ 
ɪkɪ́tʊʊngʊʊ́ ́ rʊ ɪvítʊʊngʊʊ́ ́ rʊ tʊʊngʊʊ́ ́ rʊ ‘onion’ 
ɪkɪ́

!fʊ́ryá ɪví!fʊ́ryá fúryá ‘pan’ 
ɪkɪɪndʊ ɪviindʊ ndʊ ‘thing’ 
ekévéere ɪvívéere ɪvéere ‘udder’ 
ɪkɪhʊʊ́ ́

!ngɪ́rá ɪvihʊʊ́ ́
!ngɪ́rá hʊʊ́ ́

!ngɪ́rá ‘vegetable sp.’ 
ɪkɪriri ɪviriri riri ‘violin’ 
ɪkɪgʊ ɪvigʊ gʊ ‘wasp’ 
ɪkɪsíí!mbííkɪ́rá ɪvisíí!mbííkɪ́rá síí!mbííkɪ́rá ‘whydah’ 
 

1.5. 9-10 
 
There are two main variants of cl. 9-10, those with a nasal prefix and those without such 
the nasal. While the augment is often omitted in other classes, it is generally not omitted 
in cl. 9 (it is, however, often omitted in cl. 10) – but deletion of the augment is taken up 
in X. 
 
 
 



1.5.1. N-  
 
The following are examples of nouns with a nasal realized before the stem. The evidence 
that this nasal is not part of the root comes from derived classes such as augmentatives, 
see below. 
 
singular plural stem 
ɪ́ngʊ́gɪ́ zíngʊ́gɪ ́ gʊgɪ ‘baboon’ 
ɪnzʊ́ki zínzʊ́ki zʊ́ki ‘bee’ 
m̀boongo zimboongo boongo ‘buffalo’ 
é!ngókó zí!ngókó gókó ‘chicken’ 
ɪ́ndʊʊ́ ́ mba zíndʊʊ́ ́ mba dʊʊ́ ́ mba ‘drum (big)’ 
enzogu zinzogu zogu ‘elephant’ 
ɪnji ɪziinji ji ‘fly’ 
ɪ́mbúri zímbúri búri ‘goat’ 
ɪmbáda zimbáda báda ‘hawk’ 
ɪngáta ɪzingáta gáta ‘head pad’ 
ɪnzára zinzára zára ‘hunger’ 
ɪmbítí zimbítí bítí ‘hyena’ 
ɪmbá!ríká zimbá!ríká bá!ríká ‘jealousy’ 
engo ɪzingo go ‘leopard’ 
ɪ́ndá zíndá dá ‘louse’ 
ɪ́mbúrú zímbúrú búrú ‘monitor lizard’ 
embeva zimbeva beva ‘muroid sp.’ 
ɪ́njʊ́ʊgʊ  zínjʊ́ʊgʊ  jʊ́ʊgʊ ‘peanut’ 
ɪ́
!ngʊ́rʊ́ve zí!ngʊ́rʊ́ve gʊ́rʊ́ve ‘pig’ 

ɪ́ndúrúme zíndúrúme dúrúme ‘seizure’ 
enzóka zinzóka zóka ‘snake’ 
ɪ́nzúune zínzúune zúune ‘Solanum incanum’ 
ɪnduvagɪrʊ zínduvagɪrʊ duvagɪrʊ ‘sole’ 
ɪnduvati zínduvati duvati ‘sole’ 
ɪmbíimbo zímbíimbo bíimbo ‘stick’ 
ɪnda ɪzíínda da ‘stomach’ 
é!njééné zí!njééné jééné ‘tapeworm’ 
ɪmbíízi zimbíízi bíízi ‘warthog’ 
 

1.5.2. Ø-ALLOMORPH 
 
Some nouns do not take an overt nasal in either the singular or plural. 
 
singular plural stem 
ɪbáá!kóóra zibáá!kóóra báá!kóóra ‘cane’ 
ɪbáákuuri zibáákuuri báákuuri ‘bowl’ 
ɪbárási zibárási bárási ‘horse’ 
ebéde zibéde béde ‘ring’ 
bíícha zibíícha bíícha ‘picture’ 



ɪbúsa  búsa ‘beer (maize)’ 
ɪbʊʊ́ ́ nda zibʊʊ́ ́ nda bʊʊ́ ́ nda ‘donkey’ 
ɪcháái  cháái ‘tea’ 
ɪ́cháng’a  cháng'a ‘chang'aa’ 
ɪdááywa zidááywa dááywa ‘rooster’ 
ɪ́dwáasi zídwáasi dwáasi ‘heifer’ 
ɪfwééza  fwééza ‘silver’ 
ɪgánísa zigánísa gánísa ‘church’ 
egeengere zigeengere geengere ‘bell’ 
ɪhíiri zihíiri híiri ‘clan’ 
ɪjirichi zijirichi jirichi ‘bull’ 
ɪjúumbɪ zijúumbɪ júumbɪ ‘salt’ 
ɪkáháwa zíkáháwa káháwa ‘coffee’ 
epé!téróóli  pé!tróóli ‘petrol’ 
ɪríínga ziríínga ríínga ‘sickle’ 
ɪtííga zitííga tííga ‘giraffe’ 
ɪtiiro zitiiro tiiro ‘center pole’ 
ɪvaga zivaga vaga ‘python’ 
evéémbe  véémbe ‘thatching grass sp.’ 
 

1.6. 11-10 
 
Examples of this class grouping, which selects the prefixes /ʊrʊ-, ɪziN/ are seen below. 
Reduction of /rʊ/ and assimilation to following /d,t,r/ is common. 
 
singular plural stem 
oroséé!ng’ééngé ɪziséé!ng’ééngé séé!ng’ééngé ‘barbed wire’ 
ʊrʊháá!ngáywá ɪzimbáá!ngáywá háángaywá ‘cave’ 
ʊrwáana  ána ‘childishness’ 
ʊrʊvaamba ɪzimbaamba vaamba ‘clan’ 
ʊddá!váryá ɪzindá!váryá dá!váryá ‘clay paste’ 
ʊrovega ɪzimbega vega ‘direction’ 
ʊrʊguuchi ɪzinguuchi guuchi ‘dust’ 
ʊrʊ́kʊ́ ɪzíngʊ́ kʊ́ ‘firewood’ 
orómémo ɪzímémo mémo ‘flame’ 
orózé ɪzínzé zé ‘grain drying area’ 
ʊddéru ɪzindéru déru ‘grain tray’ 
ʊrʊmɪllo ɪzimɪllo mɪllo ‘gullet’ 
ʊrwɪ́ɪga ɪzinzɪ́ga ɪ́ga ‘horn’ 
orogeendo ɪzing’eendo geendo ‘journey’ 
ʊrʊ́!fʊ́ʊ́ngʊ́ ɪzímbʊʊngʊ́ fʊʊngʊ́ ‘key’ 
ʊrwá!ásyá ɪzínzásya ásya ‘kindling’ 
oroheni ɪzimbeni heni ‘lightening’ 
ʊrʊbááho ɪzimbááho bááho ‘lumber’ 
oróvéere ɪzímbéere véere ‘nipple’ 
ʊrʊbááng’a ɪzimbááng’a bááng’a ‘panga’ 



ʊrʊgáda ɪzingáda gáda ‘pipe (smoking)’ 
orogeembe ɪzing’eembe geembe ‘razor’ 
ʊrʊvarʊ ɪzimbarʊ varʊ ‘rib’ 
ʊrʊkaayɪrʊ ɪzingaayɪrʊ kaayɪrʊ ‘sickle’ 
ʊrwíimbʊ ɪzíɲɪ́mbʊ ímbʊ ‘song’ 
ʊrʊvʊvi ɪzimbʊvi vʊvi ‘spider’ 
ʊrʊ́!fúnú ɪzí!mbúnú fúnú ‘tether’ 
ʊrʊvúúsi ɪzimbúúsi vúúsi ‘thread’ 
ʊĺ’lɪ́mi ɪzínɪ́mi rɪ́mi ‘tongue’ 
ʊrʊguza ɪzinguza guza ‘vegetable’ 
ʊrʊdáambi ɪzindáambi dáambi ‘wick’ 
ʊrʊ́váha ɪzímbáha váha ‘wing’ 
ʊrʊwááya ɪziwááya wááya ‘wire’ 
 

1.7. 14 
 
Nouns in cl. 14 (/vʊ-/) have no formal plural, though pluralization for some of these 
nouns is sensible (vʊ́!tá vʊvágá ‘3 bows’). 
 
ʊvʊ́tá tá ‘bow’ 
ʊvwóóngo óngo ‘brain’ 
ʊvʊkɪ́ɪndʊ kɪ́ɪndʊ ‘cold wind’ 
ʊvʊ́cháafu cháafu ‘dirtiness’ 
ʊvʊ́syɪ́ syɪ́ ‘flour’ 
ʊvwʊ́ʊma ʊ́ma ‘fork-hoe’ 
ʊvwóóya óya ‘fur’ 
ʊvwʊ́ʊki ʊ́ki ‘honey’ 
ovógére gére ‘leprosy’ 
ʊvwoova ova ‘mushroom’ 
ovosera sera ‘porridge’ 
ʊvwéé!réfú é!réfú ‘sky’ 
ʊvʊ́chíma chíma ‘ugali’ 
 
Some such nouns are mass nouns (one rarely faces a single louse or flea on a chicken, or 
a single grain of millet), which allow a singulative in cl. 7 or  11. 
 
eké!róóró ovó!róóró ‘chicken louse’ 
ʊkɪdúúkuurá ʊvʊdúúkuurá ‘chicken flea’ 
ʊĺ’ló ovóró ‘finger millet’ 
 
Cl. 14 is also productively used as the ‘adverb class’, for example the adverb vwaangʊ 
‘quickly’ is the cl. 14 form of the adjective -angʊ ‘quick’, and vʊdínyu ‘hard’is th cl. 14 
form of -dínyu ‘difficult’. 
 
 
 



1.8. 12-13 
 
Class 12-13 (/ka-, tʊ-/), unlike other noun classes, is strictly derived. A noun in cl. 12-13 
is the diminutive of a noun in some other class.6 The underlying lexical prefix of the base 
noun is removed and replaced with the appropriate cl. 12 or cl. 13 prefix. The examples 
below include monosyllabic stems (-ta ‘bow’, -ze ‘grain drying area’) and vowel-initial 
stems or ones with initial moraic consonants, since such stems sometimes require or 
allow retention of the lexical noun class prefix in Bantu languages. In Logoori, the lexical 
prefix is not retained, even with vowel-initial or monosyllabic roots. 
 
dim. sg. dim. pl gloss lexical sg. stem lexical class 
akagoongo ʊtʊgoongo ‘boss’ ʊmʊgoongo goongo 1-2 
akíivi utwíivi  ‘thief’ ʊmwíivi ívi 1-2 
akáámi ʊtwáámi ‘chief’ ʊmwáámi ámi 1-2 
akafenesi ʊtʊfenesi ‘jackfruit’ ʊm’fenesi fenesi 3-4 
akagera otogera ‘river’ ʊmʊgera gera 3-4 
akóógo ʊtwóógo ‘cassava’ ʊmwóógo ógo 3-4 
akallʊ ʊtʊllʊ ‘fire’ ʊmʊllʊ llʊ 3-4 
akatwí ʊtʊtwí ‘head’ ʊmʊtwí twí 3-4 
ákágáánda ʊ́tʊ́gáánda  ‘bean’ ɪrígáánda gáánda 5-6 
aká!bwóoni ʊtʊ́!bwóoni ‘potato’ ɪrí!bwóoni bwóoni 5-6 
akʊ́ʊrʊ ʊtwʊ́ʊrʊ ‘nose’ ɪryʊ́ʊrʊ ʊ́rʊ 5-6 
ákású ʊ́tʊ́sʊ́ ‘hair’ ɪ́ríísʊ́ sʊ́ 5-6 
 ʊtʊ́rwá ‘alcohol’ amárwá rwá 6 
akáfóoyo ʊtʊ́fóoyo ‘rabbit’ ɪkɪfóoyo fóoyo 7-8 
akarááto ʊtʊrááto ‘shoe’ ɪkɪrááto rááto 7-8 
akiitʊ ʊtwiitʊ ‘market’ ɪchiitʊ itʊ 7-8 
akagága ʊ́tʊ́gága ‘fence’ ʊrʊgága gága 11-10 
akamémo otómémo ‘flame’ oromémo mémo 11-10 
akɪ́ɪga ʊtwɪ́ɪga ‘horn’ ʊrwɪ́ɪga ɪ́ga 11-10 
akasera otosera ‘porridge’ ovosera sera 14 
akátá ʊtʊ́tá ‘bow’ ʊvʊ́tá tá 14 
akóóngo ʊtwóóngo ‘brain’ ʊvwóóngo óngo 14 
akátʊ́ ʊtʊ́tʊ́ ‘ear’ ʊgʊ́tʊ́ tʊ́ 20-6 
 
The treatment of nouns in cl. 9-10 is variable, even within a single speaker. The issue if 
that the root of such nouns usually appear to start with NC (e.g. ɪngʊgɪ ‘baboon’), and it 
is not clear whether the nasal is a class prefix, or part of the root. The diminutive of this 
appears either as kagʊgɪ (BK) or (a)kangʊgɪ (EM, EK, ML). A speaker may in fact use 
both forms (kamboongo, kavoongo ‘buffalo-dim’ from BK; akavɪ́tí, ákámbɪ́tí ‘hyena-dim’ 
and akayóka ‘snake-dim’, ótónzóka ‘snakes-dim’ from EM). Since this construction is not 
used frequently, there are not sufficient numbers of tokens from multiple speakers to 

                                                
6
Class 12 agreement on numreals 2-4 is used on numbers for ordinals and repetitions (‘twice, thrice…’), 

see X.  



make it possible to say anything more specific than the fact that cl. 9-10 nouns with 
initial NC either retain NC in the diminutive, or drop N. 
 As discussed in X, cl. 9-10 nouns have a degree of ambiguity in that the NC is 
restricted so that C is always a voiced stop b, d, j, g, but by the rules of the language, that 
consonant could underlyingly come from, respectively, /p,b,v; t,d,l; j,ch; k,g/. In the 
attested N-dropping variants, surface [mb] in a cl. 9-10 noun always corresponds to [v], 
[nd] is [d] except in one token akateve ‘chair-dim’ from ML, and [ng] corresponds to [g].  
 It was noted in  1.1 that nouns in cl. 2a have a lengthened vowel in the class prefix 
/va/. It is noteworthy that lengthening also applies to the cl. 12-13 prefixes. 
 
tʊʊ́ ́ baaba ‘fathers-dim’ 
kááseenge ‘aunt-dim’ 
tʊʊ́ ́ seenge ‘aunts-dim’ 
káágʊʊkʊ ‘grandmother-dim’ 
tʊʊ́ ́ gʊʊkʊ ‘grandmothers-dim’ 
 

1.9. 20 
 
Almost all instances of cl. 20 are derived augmentatives, analogous to diminutives in cl. 
12-13. The two know exceptions are ʊgʊ́tʊ́ ‘ear’, with the plural in cl. 6 (amátʊ́), and 
ʊgʊ́!fwááví ‘dirtiness’, which has no plural and does not derive from a noun in some other 
class. Derived augmentatives have their plural in cl. 4. 
 
aug. sg. aug. pl. gloss lexical sg. stem 
ʊgwíísʊka ímíísuka ‘Isuhha’ ʊmwíísukha ísukha 1-2 
ʊgʊsʊʊ́ ́ ngʊ imisʊʊ́ ́ ngʊ ‘white person’ ʊmʊsʊʊ́ ́ ngʊ sʊʊ́ ́ ngʊ 1-2 
ʊgʊ́fé!néesi mífé!néesi ‘jackfruit’ ʊḿ’fé!néesi fé!néesi 3-4 
ʊgʊ́!bwóoni imí!bwóoni ‘potato’ ɪrí!bwóoni bwóoni 5-6 
ʊ́gʊ́bága ímíbága ‘cat’ ɪkɪb́ága bága 7-8 
ʊgʊvúúsi imivúúsi ‘thread’ ʊrʊvúúsi vúúsi 11-10 
ugwóóngo imyóóngo ‘brains’ ʊvwóóngo óngo 14 
ʊgʊ́!tá ɪmítá ‘bow’ ʊvʊ́tá tá 14 
 
Nouns in cl. 9-10 with initial NC have the same analytic ambiguity noted in the previous 
section, that the nasal of the cl. 9 form may be retained or dropped. 
 
ʊgʊ́!dʊ́gʊ́nyi ‘ant-aug’ 
ʊgʊ́gʊ́gí ‘baboon-aug’ 
ʊgʊ́ngʊʊ́ ́ ngi ‘basket-aug’ 
ogomboongo ‘buffalo-aug’ 
ogó!vóóngó ‘buffalo-aug’ 
ʊgʊ́yííngʊ ‘cooking pot-aug’ 
ʊgʊnyɪɪ́ ́ngʊ ‘cooking pot-aug’ 
ogóvóni ‘eye-aug’ 
ogómóni ‘eye-aug’ 
 



The last two examples potentially involve the phonological rule Ganda Law, where 
certain NC clusters reduce to a single nasal in case the following syllable begins with a 
nasal. The cl. 9 noun ɪnyɪɪ́ ́ngʊ could thus come from /ɪN-yɪɪ́ ́ngʊ/ or from /ɪN-nyɪɪ́ ́ngʊ/. 
Single nasal consonants in cl. 9 most often correspond to the same nasal in augmentatives 
and diminutives, but some examples of correspondence to at least v, y are attested. 
 

1.10. 15 
 
Class 15 is composed of verb infinitives – the morphology of verb inflection is explored 
in depth in X. Infinitives function as nouns analogous to gerunds in English, e.g. ‘good 
cooking’, ‘that singing’. However, they generally do not have the augment. 
 
kʊryá ́  ‘to eat’ 
kʊsya ‘to grind’ 
koheera ‘to inhale’ 
kwáaha ‘to pick’ 
kʊ́sʊ́ʊra ‘to refuse’ 
kʊhiiriita ‘to snore’ 
komoroma ‘to speak’ 
kʊrá ́ sa ‘to throw’ 
 
Some speakers optionally allow the augment in infinitives uses as nominal clauses, for 
example ʊ́kʊ́rɪ́má kʊ́ráhɪ ‘good cultivating’. 
 

1.11. 16-18 
 
Unlike other class prefixes, the locative class prefixed combine with a lexical or derived 
class prefix, and do not overtly combine with the augment. This mutual exclusion is 
discussed in Q, and is shown to result from a phonological rule deleting the augment after 
a locative prefix. 
 
haganísa ‘at a church’ 16 
harʊguuchi ‘at dust’ 16 
hakɪguuti ‘by a field’ 16 
harʊkaayɪrʊ ‘at a sickle’ 16 
kʊ́dárája ‘to a bridge’ 17 
kʊmajʊʊngʊ ‘on rats’ 17 
kokemoori ‘on a calf’ 17 *kwekemoori 
kʊvaandʊ ‘on top of people’ 17 
mʊ́ɲánza ‘in a lake’ 18 
mʊ́rʊ́!jʊ́ ‘in a clay bowl’ 18 
ḿḿlítu ‘in a forest’ 18 
mʊ́llʊʊ́ ́ mbɪ ‘in fog’ 18 
 
 



1.12. 23 
 
Certain nouns, all place names, seem to exhibit a novel class prefix, historically 
recognizable as cl. 23.7 
 
ɪvʊllɪ ‘bedroom’ 
ɪvwásɪ ‘kitchen’ 
ɪcháánzeeywe ‘Chanzeywe’ 
evorógoori ‘Maragoli region’ 
ɪmajeengo ‘Majengo’ 
ɪvʊʊ́ ́

!náándɪ́ ‘Nandi’ 
ɪ́vʊ́!sáárí (a clan homeland) 
ɪvʊkɪ́rima (a clan homeland) 
ɪmáavi (a clan homeland) 
 
These nouns very much look like nouns in cl. 9 with the Ø class prefix variant, although 
they often contain other class prefixes (ɪ-vʊ-llɪ, e-vo-rógoori (cl. 14), ɪ-ma-jeengo (cl. 6), 
ɪ-vʊ-kɪ́-rima (cl.14+cl.7)). The reason for considering this to be a separate noun class is 
that it triggers special agreement patterns, discussed in Q. 
 

2. ‘Informal’ derived classes 

 
The above noun classes are standard and used to some extent by all speakers. There are 
two additional uses of derived classes that are sometimes encountered but not considered 
to be ‘standard’, both carrying a deprecative connotation. Cl. 5 may also be used as an 
augmentative, and cl. 7 may be used as a diminutive 
 
ɪrivano ‘knife-aug2’ 
ɪllááto ‘shoe-aug2’ 
rigoye ‘rope-aug2’ 
ɪríí!náándí ‘Nandi-aug2’ 
 
ekegoye ‘rope-dim2’ 
ɪ́kɪ́káraji ‘judge-dim2’ 
ɪkɪ́

!bwóóni ‘potato-dim2’ 
ekeng’oombe ‘cow-dim2’ 

                                                
7
 There is no agreement amongst Bantuists regarding the proto-Bantu status of this class, what the earlier 

prefix was, or what number should be assigned to it. This prefix is common in Lacustrine Bantu, and 
depending on author is referred to as class 23, 24 or 25. 


